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About Greener NHS
Climate emergency is a health emergency, and  unabated, it will disrupt care, and affect patients 

and the public at every stage of our lives.

Source:  Center for Disease Control and Prevention. Climate effects on health. 2017 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK525226/figure/ch8.sec2.fig1/


The NHS Net Zero targets

Net zero by 2040 for the emissions we control directly, 
with an 80% reduction by 2028-2032.

Net zero by 2045 for the broader emissions we can 
influence, with an 80% reduction by 2036-2039.

Every intervention will seek to:

• improve health and patient care outcomes

• reduce system inefficiencies

• reduce health inequalities

• deliver a more resilient healthcare system.



Medicines Net Zero



Quality Assurance and Technical Services

Technical services

• People

• Waste

• Energy

• Facilities

• Procurement

Quality minded staff

• Quality

• Risk

• Safety

• Regulation

• Measured



Priority medicines
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Desflurane



Nitrous Oxide Waste Mitigation



Nitrous Oxide - Identifying Leaks

15.27 - For total system pressure tests on 

oxygen, nitrous oxide and nitrous 

oxide/oxygen mixture, the system under test 

must be physically isolated from the source 

of supply (for example by the use of 

spades).



Lean nitrous oxide supply
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Medicines Suppliers



Procurement of Medicines within NHSE

• NHS medicines for secondary care (hospitals) are generally 
procured through frameworks, owned by NHS England. 

• Approximately there are:

     50 different framework agreements in use

          950 different suppliers 

                  9,000 different products 



The NHS Net Zero Supplier Roadmap: setting clear 
expectations

15

2023/24

2027

2028

2022
From April 2022, all NHS procurements will include a minimum 10% net zero and social value 

weighting. The net zero and social value guidance for NHS procurement teams will help 

unlock health-specific outcomes (building on PPN 06/20).

From April 2023, for all contracts above £5 million per annum, the NHS will require suppliers to publish a 

carbon reduction plan for their UK Scope 1 and 2 emissions and a subset of scope 3 emissions as a 

minimum (aligning with PPN 06/21).

From April 2024, the NHS will extend this requirement to cover all procurements. 

From April 2027, all suppliers will be required to publicly report targets, emissions and publish a 

carbon reduction plan for global emissions aligned to the NHS net zero target, for all of their Scope 1, 

2 and 3 emissions.

New requirements will be introduced overseeing the provision of carbon foot printing for individual products 

supplied to the NHS. The NHS will work with suppliers and regulators to determine the scope and methodology.

The NHS strongly encourages all suppliers to prepare for the roadmap milestones, but will also account for the specific barriers that some may face. Support will 

be available for Small & Medium Enterprises (SMEs) and Voluntary, Community & Social Enterprises (VCSEs) at each stage of the roadmap (see guidance). 

https://www.england.nhs.uk/greenernhs/publication/applying-net-zero-and-social-value-in-the-procurement-of-nhs-goods-and-services
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/procurement-policy-note-0620-taking-account-of-social-value-in-the-award-of-central-government-contracts
https://www.england.nhs.uk/long-read/carbon-reduction-plan-requirements-for-the-procurement-of-nhs-goods-services-and-works/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/procurement-policy-note-0621-taking-account-of-carbon-reduction-plans-in-the-procurement-of-major-government-contracts


Quality Assurance and 
Technical Services



Technical Services

Sustainable 
by design

Embedded 
in processes

Balanced 
with quality 
and safety

Minimising 
waste

Resource 
use



Net Zero Tech Services
• John Landers

• Laura Stevenson

• Mark Jackson

• Linda Hardy

• Anne Black

• Matt Greening



Call for evidence



Co-benefits

Workforce Waste

Efficiency Costs

Net Zero



Call to action
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Reduce 
waste

Embed 
sustainability



How can I find out more?

Find out more about the work of the Greener NHS team, and the progress towards the 
net zero goal:

• Visit www.england.nhs.uk/greenernhs

• Sign up to our newsletter – www.england.nhs.uk/email-bulletins/greener-nhs

• Follow us on social media - @GreenerNHS

E-Learning module from Health Education England

The Greener NHS has endorsed this E-Learning Module on Environmentally 

Sustainable Healthcare, developed by NHS Health Education England and E-Learning for 

Healthcare, in partnership with the Centre for Sustainable Healthcare.

http://www.england.nhs.uk/greenernhs
http://www.england.nhs.uk/email-bulletins/greener-nhs
https://twitter.com/GreenerNHS
https://www.e-lfh.org.uk/programmes/environmentally-sustainable-healthcare/
https://www.e-lfh.org.uk/programmes/environmentally-sustainable-healthcare/
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